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Shia, indeed probably was, but even so the incident is probably
unprecedented in modern Islam.
NOTE. Halil's remarks about the Arabs, and the incident of the
Musbah at Kut were reported by officers present under privilege
from the Turks, and must not, therefore, be communicated in
any way. They are given here as remarkable evidence of the
relations existing in Irak between the Turks and their Arab
subjects.
[On June 5th, 1916, Sherif Ali, the eldest son of the Sherif of
Mecca, and Sherif Feisal, the third son, attacked Medina with
several thousand Arabs but failed to take it by storm.
On June 9th the Sherif of Mecca revolted against the Turks
and after three days smoked out and captured the small Turkish
force in the Holy City. When Hogarth and other members of the
Arab Bureau landed at Jidda on June 6th, they found to their sur-
prise that the revolt had broken out. The situation which Law-
rence had planned over a year before had come to pass, but it was
many months before he could begin to exploit it.
In October Lawrence sailed with Storrs for Jidda (Chapters
vin and ix of Seven Pillars of Wisdoni}^ meeting Sherif Abdulla,
the Sherif of Mecca's second son; from there he took ship to
Rabegh where he met the Sherif Ali, and his young half-brother
Zeid, who dispatched him secretly to visit the camp of their
brother Feisal (Chapters xn, xm, xiv, xv, xvi, of Seven Pillars of
Wisdom]. From Feisal's camp he returned to Yenbo and, still
wearing the Arab headcloth Sherif Ali had given him, returned
in company with Admiral Sir Rosslyn Wemyss via Port Sudan
to Khartoum where he reported to the Sirdar, Sir Reginald Win-
gate. At Port Sudan he met for the first time Joyce and Daven-
port who were to play important parts in the Arab Campaign. On
his return to Cairo, Lawrence was ordered by General Clayton to
go back to Arabia and thus paid a second visit to Feisal's camp,
the account of which will be found in Seven Pillars of Wisdom,
Chapters xix and xx.]